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Undergraduate Bulletin Description 

This course is designed for students who need to achieve mastery of the terminology 
and principles of grammar to a level appropriate for teachers and writers.  The course 
begins with basic grammatical points and moves quickly to the analysis of the 
structure of phrases, clauses, and sentences.  It links rules for correct usage and 
effective punctuation to the underlying phrase and clause structure of English.  There 
are no prerequisites for this class. 
 
 

Office Hours 

Mondays from 1:30 to 3:30 
Thursdays from 5:00 to 6:30 

I am also readily available by appointment (including evening phone appointments),  
and I respond to email queries within 24 hours on weekdays. Feel free to communicate 

with me through the Facebook account I created for student use. 
 

Office location:  Premont 211 
 

Campus phone: 512.485.4622 
Because of teaching and administrative meetings, I am not near my office phone very 

often. 
 

E-mail: amyrc@stedwards.edu 
St. Ed’s and LinkedIn Sites: http://sites.stedwards.edu/amyrc/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/profile/view?id=33419230&trk=nav_responsive_tab_profile 
 
 

* * * 
“In early English use, grammar meant only Latin grammar,  

as Latin was the only language that was taught grammatically.” 

mailto:amyrc@stedwards.edu
http://sites.stedwards.edu/amyrc/
https://www.linkedin.com/profile/view?id=33419230&trk=nav_responsive_tab_profile


 

 

—The Oxford English Dictionary 
 

Required Reading 
Martha Kolln and Robert Funk, Understanding English Grammar, 9th ed. 
ISBN 978-0-205-20952-1 
 
Tabulation of Final Grade 
Quizzes: 50% 
Research summary: 10% 
Midterm exam: 20% 
Final exam: 20% 
 
Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

 

 recognize grammatical terms and concepts in English 

 analyze English constructions, identifying them and determining the word class 
and sentence function of each component 

 use diagramming to show relationships between/among sentence components 

 assess acceptability of usage in various contexts 

 explain, in grammatical terms, the reason(s) for choosing one wording or one 
punctuation pattern over another 

 vary sentence structure in writing to achieve desired effects while punctuating 
correctly. 

 
Class Policies 

 
• It’s your responsibility to sign the attendance book at the beginning of each class. 
You’re allowed 3 absences without penalty. After that, 3 points per absence will 
be deducted from your final grade. If your absences add up to more than 3 
weeks, I may withdraw you from the class; instructors have the authority to “un-
enroll” a student who abandons a course. This applies to absences for any reason—
including but not limited to brief illnesses, family vacations, work schedules, and 
funerals. Save those 3 non-penalty absences for true emergencies, trying to avoid 
using them at all. You will only be granted additional absences penalty-free in cases of 
documented hospitalization. 
 
The discussions that take place in class are valuable. If you’re absent, it’s your 
responsibility to get class announcements and notes from a classmate. Tests and 
essays only comprise a portion of the college experience. This attendance policy is one 

of the benefits of being admitted to a smaller, private university with a low student-to-
professor ratio. The policy is designed to ensure that your diploma reflects a true 
immersion in the material covered in your coursework, beyond what I’m able to 
measure by grading your tests and essays. Active participation in class is an 
important aspect of your professional development. Note: if you are disruptive in class 
or do not participate in classroom projects, you will not earn attendance credit for that 
day. 
 



 

 

• If you are absent on the day of a quiz, you may schedule a makeup with me. You 
may not do this more than 3 times during the semester, regardless of the reason for 
your absence. Quiz dates are marked on the following calendar with an asterisk. 
 
• If you are having trouble mastering a concept, you may retake up to 3 quizzes. 
You’ll earn the average of the two scores. 
 
• Quiz makeups and retakes must be completed within 3 weeks of the day on 
which I return the graded quiz to you. The concepts in this course build on each other, 
so the quizzes should be taken in sequence. 
  
• Check your St. Edward’s email every weekday. It’s linked to Blackboard, alerting 
you when I post an announcement. 
 
• Turn off your phone before class. If your phone addiction is severe, it will be 
necessary for me to keep the device at my desk until class has ended. 
 
• Cheating on tests and plagiarism on papers = failing grade in the course. 
Academic dishonesty is in conflict with the University’s core values and with our 
fundamental purpose of pursuing knowledge. We will discuss this further in class, but 
be aware that I maintain a zero-tolerance approach to academic dishonesty.  
 
• Accommodations for Special Circumstances 
Student Disability Services coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with 
documented disabilities (medical, learning or psychological). Any student who feels 
s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should follow 
the university’s accommodation procedure by contacting Student Disability Services 
(512-448-8561 or Moody Hall 155).  
 
All students in our courses must meet the same grading criteria, but I am happy to 
work with all students (whether diagnosed with a disability or not) to develop 
strategies for success. 
 
• Additional Resources 
St. Edward’s provides a variety of services to support you in achieving academic 
success.  

Computer Help: Located in Moody Hall or the Computer Help Desk 448-8443. 
 
Tutoring/504 Forms: Academic Planning and Support is in Moody Hall 155 
(http://think.stedwards.edu/apss/).  
 
Help with anxiety or depression: The Counseling and Consultation Center in 110 
Lady Bird Johnson Hall (http://think.stedwards.edu/healthcounseling/) is available 
for your emotional needs.  Another resource is Campus Ministry in Mang House 
(http://think.stedwards.edu/ministry/). 
 

http://think.stedwards.edu/apss/
http://think.stedwards.edu/healthcounseling/
http://think.stedwards.edu/ministry/


 

 

 
 

Course Calendar 
 
UEG = Understanding English Grammar 
Come to class having read the parts of the book listed on the syllabus for that day. Be 
prepared to raise questions, answer questions, and/or lead a discussion about the 
assigned passages. You’ll be tested over the book’s key concepts. 
 
BB = Blackboard 
 
Monday, January 12  
Welcome to class! We’ll familiarize ourselves with each other, with the course goals, 
and with the fundamentals of language structures.  
 
Wednesday, January 14 
Before coming to class, read UEG chapter 2: “Words and Phrases.” 
 
Friday, January 16 
Before coming to class, complete exercises 1 and 3 in chapter 2. Bring your answers to 
class on a handwritten sheet or in a Word document.  
 
Monday, January 19 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HOLIDAY 
 
Wednesday, January 21 
* Quiz 1: ch. 2. Explanation of the Story of English project. 
 
Friday, January 23 
Before coming to class, read chapter 3: “Sentence Patterns.” 
 
Monday, January 26 
Before coming to class, complete exercises 4, 5, and 10 
 
Wednesday, January 28 
* Quiz 2: ch. 3 
 
Friday, January 30 
Introduction to UEG chapter 4, “Expanding the Main Verb.” 
 
Monday, February 2 
Before coming to class, read chapter 4, paying special attention to pages 75-76 and 
trying to conjugate the verbs in exercise 11 (page 65). If the terminology in exercise 11 
is confusing to you, the chart on pages 75-76 will help to clarify. 
 
Wednesday, February 4 
* Quiz 3: ch. 4 
 
 
 



 

 

Friday, February 6 
Supplemental lecture: the history of the English language. 
 
Monday, February 9 
* Due, uploaded to Blackboard under “Assignments” before class starts at noon: 
Story of English research summary re: varieties of English grammar. 
Instructions are posted on Blackboard under “Course Documents.” 
 
Introduction to UEG chapter 5, “Changing Sentence Focus.” Before coming to class, 
examine the diagrams on page 91 and complete exercises 15 and 16. 
 
Wednesday, February 11 
* Quiz 4: ch. 5 
 
Friday, February 13 
Introduction to UEG chapter 6, “Adverbials.” Read the chapter before coming to class. 
 
Monday, February 16 
Before coming to class, complete exercises 17, 19, 20, and 21. 
 
Wednesday, February 18 
* Quiz 5: ch. 6 
 
Friday, February 20 
Before coming to class, read the Pinker chapter posted on BB. For attendance credit, 
arrive with a list of five observations about the reading. The list may be handwritten 
and can include aspects of the chapter that you disagree with, concepts that seemed 
confusing, passages that were illuminating for you, etc.  
 
Monday, February 23 
Introduction to UEG chapter 7, “Adjectivals.” Come to class having read pages 138 to 
151. 
 
Wednesday, February 25 
Before coming to class, complete exercises 24, 26 and 27. 
 
Friday, February 27 
* Quiz 6: ch. 7 
 
Monday, March 2 

Review for midterm exam. 
 
Wednesday, March 4  
Introduction and in-class exercises (30, 31, 33, 34), UEG chapter 8, “Nominals.” 
 
Friday, March 6 
Take-home midterm is due today.  In class, further discussion of nominals. 
 
Monday, March 9 
* Quiz 7: ch. 8 



 

 

Wednesday, March 11 
Introduction to UEG chapter 9, “Sentence Modifiers.” Come to class having completed 
exercises 39 and 42. 
 
Friday, March 13 
* Quiz 8: ch. 9 
 
Monday, March 16 through Friday, March 20 
SPRING BREAK! YAY! 
 
Monday, March 23 
Introduction to UEG chapter 10, “Coordination.” Before coming to class, read pages 
212 through 217. 
 
Wednesday, March 25 
Before coming to class, complete exercise 45. 
 
Friday, March 27 
* Quiz 9: ch. 10 
 
Monday, March 30 
Supplemental lecture: History of the Spanish language. 
 
Wednesday, April 1 
(Note that we’re skipping chapter 11 on Morphemes) 
Introduction to UEG chapter 12, “The Form Classes.” 
 
Thursday, April 2 through Monday, April 6 
EASTER HOLIDAY 
 
Wednesday, April 8 
Together, in class, we’ll go over exercises 49, 51, 52, and 53.  
 
Friday, April 10 
* Quiz 10: ch. 12. Before taking today’s quiz, explore question #7 on page 262. 
 
Monday, April 13 
Introduction to UEG chapter 13, “The Structure Classes.” Before coming to class, 
examine pages 266, 269, 270, 273-276, and 280-284. 
 

Wednesday, April 15 
Before coming to class, try your hand at exercises 54, 55, 56, 57. 
 
Friday, April 17 
* Quiz 11: ch. 13 
 
Monday, April 20 
Introduction to UEG chapter 14, “Pronouns.” Read the whole chapter before coming to 
class. 
 



 

 

 
 
Wednesday, April 22 
Before coming to class, complete exercises 58 (also asking yourself where the 
pronouns would be categorized on the charts on pages 290 and 291) and 59. Also, 
read the brief section on intensive pronouns (pages 296-297). 
 
Friday, April 24 
* Quiz 12: ch. 14 
 
Monday, April 27 
Discussion and exercises re: punctuation, drawn from a handout that I will post on 
Blackboard. 
 
Wednesday, April 29 
* Quiz 13: punctuation. Also, course evaluations will be administered today.  
 
Friday, May 1 
Final exam review of quizzes 7 through 13, nominals through punctuation.  
 
Tuesday, May 5 
* Final exam (covering the post-midterm quizzes) from 1:30 to 3:30 in our 
classroom. Congratulations on making it to the finish line!  
 
  


